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APCo Asks FPC Steff To Make Early
R uling On Blue Ridge Dam Project

By Larry Chambers
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Blue Ridge. '
Calling for a reopening of

hearings, Browning said par-
ties in the case should be al-
lowed to subpoena and cross-
examine witnesses regarding
the environmental statements
filed in the case by the power
company and federal agencies.

Browning commented that
the FPC should prepare a de-
tailed environmental state-
ment, circulate it among af-
fected federal, state and
local agencies, and allow
hearings on it.

Secretary of the Interior
Curtis Bell defended the pol-
lution dilution plan, saying
they are urgently needed to
clean up the Kanawha River
and allow the economic growth
of the region.

Bell said th2 information
on which Interior has based
its plans is, contrary to
Browning’s charge, ‘‘the best
that we have at this time ...
the most complete available.”’

The Blue Ridge case is now
in the hands of the full FPC
Commission, which is under
no deadline to make its de-
cision. It could act on the
case in the next few weeks or
it could call for more hear-
ings or studies. At some point,
the FPC will have to file its
own environmental statement
on the project and submit it to
federal agencies for review.





